Ten years ago, we studied the distribution and status of Acropora palmata at archipelago Los Roques because the actual status of this species at Los Roques was unclear in this archipelago after its regional collapse. In that opportunity we aimed to produce a baseline study for this species in Los Roques combining population genetics with demographic data.
171 values ranging from 0.001 to 0.05 colonies per every 100 m (Fig. 2) . The incidence of recent 172 partial mortality was conspicuous across sites ranging between 33% and 100%, the exception 173 being the colonies located in the exposed reefs located along the eastern barrier, which showed 174 no signs of partial mortality (Fig. 2) . In average, the majority of the colonies were located on 175 seaward reefs (61.2%) although the number of colonies varied greatly between sites in both 176 seaward and leeward reefs (2.5 and 0.9 times the average, respectively, Fig. 3a) .
177 Five different types of habitats were described ( (Fig. 3b) .
182 Large dead stands of A. palmata were counted on 23% of the surveyed sites, which represents a 183 51.3% loss of the historic distribution on the archipelago (Fig. 4) .
184 Our results show that 61% of the total area covered by Acropora palmata belongs to primitive 185 marine zones, whereas 29.7% were observed inside the least protected areas such as the 186 recreational and marine managed zones (Fig. 5) . Furthermore, the frequency of partial mortality 187 incidence was greater (74.7%) within the least protected areas. Most of the touristic, diving and 188 lobster fishing activities were carried out inside the integral protection and primitive marine 189 zones (Fig. 6 ). Within the recreational zone A. palmata was commonly found at Francisquí and 190 La Pista in Gran Roque, both sites being less than 1 Km apart from one diving site and the main 191 source of land-based pollution. This species was also frequent at Noronquí, La Venada and 
